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Last time...

• We discussed the nominal inflectional system, and how it includes 
features such as gender, number, and case.



10 minutes set 
aside for this now



Inflectional systems

• We mentioned the animacy hierarchy last time. What is it?



Inflectional systems

What are the stem-forms 
of these three nouns? 



Verbal Inflectional Systems

• What is tense?
• What is aspect?
• What is mood?

What’s past tense?

Present tense?

Future tense?

How is tense different from time?

What is praesens historicum?

Perfective and imperfective are 
two types of grammatical 
aspect. What do they mean?

Telic and durative are two 
predicative aspects. What do 
they mean?

A lexical aspect is when a word is 
inherently telic

“John is reading the book”
grammatical aspect:
predicative aspect:

imperfective
telic

Tense
Aspect



Verbal inflectional systems

• Mood
Mood describes the actuality of an event. For instance, a language may use 
morphology to distinguish between actual and non-actual events by having a realis 
and an irrealis mood. The indicative mood is typically the mood for realis, whereas 
subjunctive and imperative forms denote some sort of non-actuality. (p.137)

What is the indicative mood?

What is the subjunctive?

What is the imperative?

If I were to win the lottery, I 
would buy a mansion.

I wish he were here to see it!

The past tense form 
of ‘to be’ is:

I was
you were
he/she/it was
we were
they were

But! We use were in the subjunctive.

Does English mark these 
morphologically?



Inflectional systems



Verbal Inflectional Systems

• Verbs also often mark for person, number, and gender.
Italian vedere ‘to see’
Present Tense

English see
Present Tense I see

You see
He/she/it sees
We see
They see



Kanien’kéha (Mohawk) verbal prefixes
by Marianne Mithun



For next week:

• No new readings! Next week we’ll be wrapping up.
• Writing assignment #4:

Looking back on the topics explored this semester, which one(s) 
interested you the most? Is there anything you wish we could have 
spent more time on? Less? I’m looking for feedback that I can use in 
shaping the syllabus for this class in the future. 100 words at least.


